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Reflections on Community 

When I was preparing for baptism at the age of 28, I 
wondered about how baptism would change me. After 
all, I had considered myself a Christian for as far back as 
I could remember. One thing I did understand was that I 
would be entering a community of believers. And I 
remember the big welcoming smile that I received from 
Bill Asamoah, a member of my new congregation, Faith 
Lutheran Church. 

Today when I look around Trinity Lutheran Church, I am 
amazed by the people who are faithful, active, giving, 
and steadfast. I think of people like Mary and Marilyn, 
who have kept the music playing without a staff music 
director; Miriam, who helps ensure we pray and listen; 
Rob and Dan, who have kept worship alive for people 
who can’t join in person; Leslie, who seems to be 
everywhere that Social Ministry is; and Sunhee, who 
orchestrated fellowship for Billie. Of course by naming 
these individuals, I am not doing justice to others who 
raise up Trinity, often in invisible ways. My rough list of 
“doers” around the congregation has around forty 
names so far, and the list is still unfinished. It’s 
abundantly clear that people cherish Trinity and 
participate in its community life.  

At the same time, if we’re honest, we have work to do 
to sustain a healthy community. Our Vital Signs 
congregational survey found that a “friendly 
atmosphere” was the area needing most attention. I 
know that I myself have missed opportunities to make 
people feel welcome. So what should we do? First is to 
show hospitality. We have people brainstorming ideas 
for hospitality and this is something we all can do. 
Second, I believe we can learn to trust one another. 
While we have our conflicts and differences of opinion, 
we all care about Trinity and want to see Trinity move 
forward in its transition. Third, we can show respect to 
each and every member and friend of Trinity. Respect is 
a fundamental part of making people feel welcome.  

I will try to demonstrate hospitality, trust, and respect, 
and look for your continuing guidance and support as a 
community. You are all a blessing! 

Finally, I am amazed by our staff—Anita, Amanda, and 
Kathy—who keep Trinity operating through transition 
without complaint. Thank you for your reliability and 
dedication!  

Without a doubt, 2023 will bring new things for Trinity. I 
look forward to marching forward with you. 

In Peace, 

Kim B 
Council President

 

Hello Friends!  
 
It is with extreme joy and sadness that I share my 
resignation from Trinity effective February 12, 2023.  
 
I was offered a position at a community center with 
Fairfax County Government, which I accepted. For many 
reasons, this will be a great opportunity, and the right 
move for me. I have felt every emotion when I think 
about leaving Trinity. I have felt the Holy Spirit guiding 
me through this season, and I cannot overlook the 
Spirit’s voice and guidance. I am confident that the Holy 
Spirit led me here to Trinity, and I feel the Holy Spirit 
calling me to something new.  
 
We have done such great work together, from mission 
trips and retreats, to Advent pageants and shredding 
events. We learned how to do church together in this 
new and current normal. We survived YouTube church, 
and you were patient with me when I was learning how 
to livestream church.  
 
I will be in conversation with the Trinity Council to 
ensure that the great ministry will continue to grow and 
thrive.  
 
Thank you for the laughter and the joy of the past 
almost 9 years. It has truly been an honor to serve here 
at Trinity.  
 
Blessings,  
 
Anita K Smallin 
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Monthly Food Collection on February 18, 2023 

Critical Food Needs: 

Canned vegetables: green beans, corn, peas, mixed 
vegetables 

15 oz canned fruit: peaches, pineapple, pears, mandarin 
oranges (in juice or light syrup) 

5 oz cans of tuna (packed in water) 

12.5 oz can of chicken 

12 oz can of salmon 

15.5 oz can of beans (black, garbanzo, pinto, great 
northern, low sodium preferred) 

Plastic jar of 18 oz peanut butter 

Plastic or canned container, spaghetti sauce 

1 lb bag of white or brown rice 

1 lb package of pasta, any type, white or whole grain 

7.25 oz box of macaroni and cheese 

Shelf stable milk (not powdered) 

Unsweetened cereal 

Oatmeal (round box) 

Instant oatmeal packets (6 or 12 individual packs) 

Giant gift cards with a $20 value are much appreciated. 
They can be used for fresh food items. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

 
 

February Birthdays: 
 

01.      Sunhee P 
02.      Donald T 
09.      David C 
10.      Terry D 
10.      Olivia C 
12.      Ross A 
13.      Sarah M 
13.      Nancy J 
13.      Valerie M 
18.      Peggy J 

19.      Eva S 
20.      Cathy C 
21.      Rebecca L 
22.      Gregory F 
25.      Susan S 
26.      Joan E 
26.      Connor C 
27.      Turquoise W 
28.      Georgine R 

 
 
Interfaith Dinner | February 12 
Farewell Coffee Hour | February 12 
Food Drive | February 18 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper | Feb 21 | 6:00 pm 
Ash Wednesday Service | February 22 | 
7:30 pm 
Prayer Event Setup | Feb. 25  
Prayer Event | Feb 26 

 
 

 
 
 
Farewell Coffee Hour in Honor of Anita 
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, February 12th, 
and plan to join us for worship and fellowship 
afterwards with a special coffee hour as we bid farewell 
and godspeed to Anita as she embarks on a new calling. 
Leslie C. and Jeanine B. are taking the lead on planning 
this special coffee hour. If you have any questions, 
please reach out to them. And please watch for any 
additional updates. 
Sign up for future coffee hours here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4caba82f4-
coffee 

 

 
 

Trinity Prayer Event for the Call Process: 
Intergenerational Sunday School | 
February 26, 2023 
Have you wondered how Trinity, as a congregation, can 
support the call process of a new pastor? Trinity’s 
Stephen Ministry program is sponsoring an 
Interdenominational Congregational Prayer Event, to be 
held after the church service on the first Sunday in Lent, 
February 26.  At this prayer event, we will learn new 
ways of opening our hearts in prayer to specifically 
listen and be guided by the Holy Spirit. There will be 
opportunities to pray together and pray individually, try 
a variety of prayer practices, including some art work 
and breath prayers, and to continue to pray for our 
congregation in the days, weeks, and months 
ahead.  We welcome Trinity’s children at this prayer 
event, which will be an intergenerational time of prayer. 
The children will take part in Trinity’s annual pretzel-
making experience as well as other children’s prayer 
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opportunities. Join us for this time of prayer and be a 
part of a beautiful way of coming together as a spiritual 
community to prayerfully support our call process for a 
new pastor as it continues.  
 

 

 
 
Interfaith Women’s Shelter Dinner | Sunday, February 
12 | 11:00 AM 
We are providing dinner for the women at the Interfaith 
shelter. Please review the sign-up linked below for more 
details. There are items that are easy to pick up and 
drop off for those short on time or who don’t cook. We 
also need up to 3 volunteers to serve dinner that 
evening. Any questions should be directed to Valerie at 
valerie@vmwishes.com. Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CABA82F4-
interfaith1 

 
We are starting to plan for our midweek 
Lenten services, and we’d love for you to 

help lead them. Thursday evenings we will begin with a 
soup supper at 6pm, and Holden Evening Prayer will 
start at 7pm. We are looking for a volunteer each week 
to lead prayers, read lessons, and provide a 3-5 minute 
message or reflection. We are also looking for 
instrumentalists to help lead the music. Please contact 
Mary B or Valerie M if you can offer your gifts on 
Thursday evenings in March.

 

 

2022 Benevolences 
In addition to the many generosity of members 
supporting Social Ministry drives and efforts addressing 
special needs all year long, each year a portion of 
Trinity’s Congregational spending plan includes an 
allocation for benevolences.  The following 
organizations received contributions from Trinity in 
2022: 

For efforts in Refugee support 
Lutheran Social Services 
La Sagrada Familia 
Solution in Hometown Connections 

For efforts addressing poverty and food insecurity 
Manna Food Center 
A Wider Circle 

Gaithersburg Help 
InterFaith Works 
Marlu-Ridge Scholarship Fund 

Other Special Needs/ Projects 
Lutheran Disaster Response: Lutheran Disaster 
Response brings God’s hope, healing, and renewal to 
people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in 
the United States and around the world. We will focus 
on domestic relief. There are many immediate needs 
here. Visit the ELCA Disaster Response webpage 
(https://elca.org/disaster) to learn more about how you 
can help. 

Baltimore Area Aftercare Program (A partner of The 
Community of St. Dysmas working with individuals 
released from of prison) 
Scotland AME Zion Building Fund  
Montgomery County Interfaith 5K

 

2022 Annual Giving Statements  
Statements are being mailed the first week 
of February. Please contact Carol B, Financial 

Secretary, if you have not received one. 

 
 
Call Committee Moving Forward 

Matthew 7:7-8 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 

At the December Congregational meeting, the 
Congregation established a Call Committee to work with 
the Synod on the search for a full time Pastor for 
Trinity.  Members of the Call Committee include Jerry 
Boegler, David Cradlin, Margaret Fitzwilliam, Nancy 
Jacobson, Ana Nunes and Thor Nielsen. 

The primary roles of the Call Committee are to update 
Trinity’s Ministry Site Profile, to interview candidates 
and recommend a candidate to the Council and 
Congregation.  The Call Committee will keep the Council 
up to date on our progress, but works independently of 
the Council.   

The Call Committee jumped right in; meeting twice in 
December and plans to meet weekly for the next six to 
eight weeks.  The members understand the need to be 
faithful and to approach our work with open hearts, 
always grounding our work in prayer.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CABA82F4-interfaith1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4CABA82F4-interfaith1
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In December, the Committee met with Pastor Sarah 
Garrett Krey, Assistant to the Bishop for Mobility and 
Candidacy.  We will be working closely with her 
throughout the process.  The Committee selected 
Margaret Fitzwilliam as Chair who will be the contact 
for the Synod. 

The Committee will communicate with the 
Congregation throughout the process.  Please watch for 
updates in Tidings, Bulletins and Trinitarians.  Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to a Committee member with 
questions.  

We ask for the Congregation’s prayers and patience as 
we engage in this process of discernment and we 
joyfully look forward to finding a new pastor to walk 
alongside our Congregation. 

Anchored in Christ, The Call Committee

 

From the Trinity Mailbag 

From Living Faith Lutheran Services: Thank you for your 
faithful giving.  

 

From The Community of. St Dymas: To all our friends at 
Trinity, That shipment of Hear My Voice prison prayer 
books is nothing less than an answer to a prayer- I had 
just given away the last one when Anita’s email came in 
saying that you would send us an order! Thank you so 
very much! These books have been an invaluable 
resource for our incarcerated siblings in faith. There is 
not only meaningful and contextual worship/ devotions, 
but prayers that put their concerns-and yours-into 
words. One of our sisters at MCIW gave hers to another 
inmate who was terminally ill-that book gave her solace 
in her last days. Blessings to you all! I hope to return to 
Trinity soon. You are our partners in this ministry! Pastor 
Susan 

 

From The Scotland African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church: Thank you for your generous gift for the 
rebuilding and restoration project of the historic 
Scotland AME Zion Church. We look forward to our 
continuing relationship with you and the broader 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember in Your Prayers 
THE CHURCH 

our synod & bishops:  Bishops Elizabeth E & Leila O 
our missionaries:  Stephen D & Marta G, Cent. America 
our congregation:  Trinity Church 

THE NATIONS:  Afghanistan, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Israel, Korea, 
Mexico, Myanmar, Namibia, Palestine, Somalia, 
Spain/Cataluña, Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, United States, 
Venezuela 

THE SICK AND SUFFERING 

nursing/rehabilitation center/hospital 
Martha R (Bethesda H&R) 
Philip T (Manor Care Potomac) 
Yulie N (Village at Rockville) 
home 
Tigist G, Margo W, Lineth M, Isabel F, Gio S, Vimala P, 
Anya N 

family and friends* 
Lonnie B, friend of Carol B 
Donald B, brother of Marilyn C 
Vern W, brother in law of Sabrina R and Mark L 
Peter M, brother of Sarah M 
Debbie P, sister of Thomas K 
Karen B, cousin of Julie N 
Adelino & Anila, friends  of Trinity 
Family and friends of Leanne Elliott 
Pastor Sarah F-M, friend of Anita S 
first responders 
Lisbeth N-D 
Greta S & Linda A, sister & sister-in-law of Anita S 
Vanessa B, friend of Elizabeth & Ben R 
births 
George Robert F, January 19, 2023, son of Steven and 
Katie F, grandson of Greg and Margaret F, and great-
grandson of David F 
deaths 
Juan Sosa Gutierrez +January 7, 2023, brother of Ana 
Sosa Gutierrez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


