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Reflections on Community 

When I was preparing for baptism at the age of 28, I 
wondered about how baptism would change me. After 
all, I had considered myself a Christian for as far back as 
I could remember. One thing I did understand was that I 
would be entering a community of believers. And I 
remember the big welcoming smile that I received from 
Bill Asamoah, a member of my new congregation, Faith 
Lutheran Church. 

Today when I look around Trinity Lutheran Church, I am 
amazed by the people who are faithful, active, giving, 
and steadfast. I think of people like Mary and Marilyn, 
who have kept the music playing without a staff music 
director; Miriam, who helps ensure we pray and listen; 
Rob and Dan, who have kept worship alive for people 
who can’t join in person; Leslie, who seems to be 
everywhere that Social Ministry is; and Sunhee, who 
orchestrated fellowship for Billie. Of course by naming 
these individuals, I am not doing justice to others who 
raise up Trinity, often in invisible ways. My rough list of 
“doers” around the congregation has around forty 
names so far, and the list is still unfinished. It’s 
abundantly clear that people cherish Trinity and 
participate in its community life.  

At the same time, if we’re honest, we have work to do 
to sustain a healthy community. Our Vital Signs 
congregational survey found that a “friendly 
atmosphere” was the area needing most attention. I 
know that I myself have missed opportunities to make 
people feel welcome. So what should we do? First is to 
show hospitality. We have people brainstorming ideas 
for hospitality and this is something we all can do. 
Second, I believe we can learn to trust one another. 
While we have our conflicts and differences of opinion, 
we all care about Trinity and want to see Trinity move 
forward in its transition. Third, we can show respect to 
each and every member and friend of Trinity. Respect is 
a fundamental part of making people feel welcome.  

I will try to demonstrate hospitality, trust, and respect, 
and look for your continuing guidance and support as a 
community. You are all a blessing! 

Finally, I am amazed by our staff—Anita, Amanda, and 
Kathy—who keep Trinity operating through transition 
without complaint. Thank you for your reliability and 
dedication!  

Without a doubt, 2023 will bring new things for Trinity. I 
look forward to marching forward with you. 

In Peace, 

Kim Bettcher 
Council President

 

 

 

Monthly Food Collection on Janaury 21, 2023 

Critical Food Needs: 

Canned vegetables: green beans, corn, peas, mixed 
vegetables 

15 oz canned fruit: peaches, pineapple, pears, mandarin 
oranges (in juice or light syrup) 

5 oz cans of tuna (packed in water) 

12.5 oz can of chicken 

12 oz can of salmon 

15.5 oz can of beans (black, garbanzo, pinto, great 
northern, low sodium preferred) 

Plastic jar of 18 oz peanut butter 

Plastic or canned container, spaghetti sauce 

1 lb bag of white or brown rice 

1 lb package of pasta, any type, white or whole grain 

7.25 oz box of macaroni and cheese 

Shelf stable milk (not powdered) 

Unsweetened cereal 

Oatmeal (round box) 

Instant oatmeal packets (6 or 12 individual packs) 

Giant gift cards with a $20 value are much appreciated. 
They can be used for fresh food items. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
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January Birthdays: 
 

07.      Charles M 
12.      Nancy M 
15.      Elizabeth W 
16.      Carol H 
16.      Nalini A 
17.      Brian L 
 

24.     Robyn K-V 
28.     Topher S 
28.     Linda H 
28.     Jane R 
31.     Anita S 
 

 
January Baptism Birthdays: 

1.       Marilyn G 
1.       Rob S 
1.       Mike M 
12.     Christine B-F 
14.     Anne N-D 
17.     James K 

20.     Lois F 
20.     William V 
20.     Susan S 
25.     Henri H 
25.     Angela B 

 

 
 
Blood Drive | Jan 12 
 
Food Drive | Jan 21 
 
Reconciling in Christ Sunday | January 29 
 

 
 

 
 
Coffee Hour Reminder  
 
As a reminder, a Sign Up Genius is set up for sign up 
through January. If you have questions or need help 
signing up, please reach out to Margaret F at 
gmfitzwm85@gmail.com or Chelsea Y at 
Chelsea.kiehl@valpo.org. See you at coffee hour! 
Sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4caba82f4-
coffee 

 
 

Children’s Library 
 
A children’s library is now available! Pastor Christine left 
some of her children’s books behind and another pastor 
wanted to thin out his library, so we have a number of 
gifted books to share and enjoy. Look for the blue cart 
in the Social Hall, with books for our children to borrow. 
There will be seasonal books, as well as year round 
options, which will span pre-K to 5th grade. You may 
read the books during church, coffee hour, or take a 
book home. There will be a sign-out sheet for you to 
use. 

 
 
Community of St Dysmas: Our Siblings in Christ 
 
Recently Pastor Susan Beck led an Adult Forum session 
sharing information about her ministry. 
She serves as the pastor of the Community of St. 
Dysmas, the Lutheran churches within the 
walls of the Maryland state prison system. These are 
vibrant, faith-filled congregations, currently in Jessup, 
Hagerstown, and Sykesville. God’s purpose for the 
Community of St. Dysmas is to share the transforming 
power of Christ’s love with persons incarcerated in the 
Maryland Department of Corrections and to support 
them upon their release. Pastor Beck finds joy in this 
mission. We can find joy in offering prayers and support 
to our siblings in Christ. We can offer support to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ by writing letters to them. 
There are specific guidelines that must be followed. You 
can find the guidelines listed in the Community of St. 
Dysmas summer newsletter, p.3, at 
www.stdysmasmd.org/images/Newsletter_0822.pdf. 
We will also have copies of the guidelines available at 
church. In addition, Trinity will purchase 24 copies of 
Hear My Voice: A Prison Prayer Book for the 
Community. This is a need highlighted by Pastor Beck. 
Through our benevolences we can provide some 
monetary support to the Baltimore Area Aftercare 
Program, a partner with the St. Dysmas Community. For 
more information please contact Leslie S., Margaret F., 
or any member of the Social Ministry Team.  
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2023 Offering Envelopes are now 
available! If you did not receive a 2023 

pledge packet, please contact the office 

to have one mailed to you. 2022 Annual 

Statements will be mailed to contributors of 

record in late January for tax purposes. 

 

 
 
Blood Drive | January 12 | 1-6 pm 
Thanks to Congregation members who donated blood 
at the American Red Cross Blood Drive hosted at Trinity 
in October! To sign up to donate, please visit the 
American Red Cross website at 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate/blood.  
Sort using Trinity’s zip code 20852. 
We can also use a few volunteers to help at the Blood 
Drive welcoming donors. Please contact Margaret F at 
gmfitzwm85@gmail.com. 

 

 

Support a Good Mission: Nominate it for a Mission 
Endowment Award! 

The Mission Endowment Committee seeks your 
recommendations of organizations to receive awards in 
the spring. Annually, income from Mission Endowment 
Fund is used to enhance our mission outreach apart 
from the operating budget. By sustaining the annual 
awards, the fund is a gift that keeps on giving!  

Mission Endowment Fund awards are made in three 
categories: 

1.    Special (non-budgeted) projects of Trinity 
Lutheran Church – our congregation 

2.    Special ministries in the community 

3.    Special benevolence – supporting mission of   
the church beyond our congregation 

Submit nominees to the church office 
(office@trinityelca.org), or place this form in the 
offering plate, or return it to the church office.  
Nominations are due by January 30. I nominate: 

 ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

  

Name: ___________________________________ 

Remember in Your Prayers 
THE CHURCH 

our synod & bishops:  Bishops Elizabeth E & Leila O 
our missionaries:  Stephen D & Marta G, Cent. America 
our congregation:  Trinity Church 

THE NATIONS:  Afghanistan, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Israel, Korea, 
Mexico, Myanmar, Namibia, Palestine, Somalia, 
Spain/Cataluña, Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, United States, 
Venezuela 

THE SICK AND SUFFERING 

nursing/rehabilitation center/hospital 
Martha R (Bethesda H&R) 
Philip T (Manor Care Potomac) 
Yulie N (Village at Rockville) 
home 
Tigist G, Margo W, Lineth M, Isabel F, Gio S, Vimala P, 
Anya N 

family and friends* 
Lonnie B, friend of Carol B 
Donald B, brother of Marilyn C 
Peter M, brother of Sarah M 
Lamar K, friend of Tom K and Sarah M 
Debbie P, sister of Tom K 
Liliana M-P, friend of Len S 
Juan S-G, brother of Ana S-G 
first responders 
Lisbeth N-D 
Greta S & Linda A, sister & sister-in-law of Anita S 
Vanessa B, friend of Elizabeth & Ben R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




